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uouJandium Offlcer.

Commanderein-0. lel, U.5., "leet.

(1) Commander Destroyer Squadron SIXTEEN.
(Commander Task Unit 85.3.1).

(2) Commander Cruliser Division »IGUT
(Comnander Task Group 85.3).

(3) Commander Amphibilous Foreces Atlantiec Hleoet
(Commander Task oree 45).

(4) Commander U. . Naval Porces North African
Waters (Co wmander Wesbvern Naval Tesk Force).
(:J) sommander-in-Chilefl U.le Atlantlce ‘Leet,

P

Aetlon Report, AN Sl I "‘t)“ﬁﬂ

(a) CTP 85 Operation order 2.43,
'b) Comnavnaw Conf. Ltr, LCLe=43,
(e¢) Cinclant Conf., Ltr. 5CL=43,

The lollowling action report o operation HUSKY

is submltted in aeeordance with existlng Instructions.

Ze

The Conecentration Fhase, the Approacih Phage and

the FPollow=up Phase were conducted in accordance wlt.. the ope
eration order wltnout incident to this vessol except lor the
nour's delay in H hour and the substlitution of thls vesgel in
the [{'ire support group vice the QUICK,

Se

dssault Phase
this time CL
Transport Group Two aclbing as scre n for the latter, and cont-
inued thereat untlil word was recelved at 0340, July 10, 1543
via TB3 that the irst wave of bhoals were leaving for beach

Yellow Two,
0341
0368
0401

CZD 0404

The followlng is a narrative report of the
which commenced at 2346B on July 9, 1943. At
L IN was epproachling transport area Ywo with

Started approach acting as right flank suuport
of first boat wave. Course 06897, specd 6 knots.
Range to tar _ et 12 nnw 4000, ommenced turn
away to course 140%

Commenced bomb: ra.enb of bBeach Yellow 'wo

(Target 12) in accordanee with plan.,  Opening
range 3900 yards,

Ceased (ire, having expended 40 rounds 5"/38 /A
Common, Results not observed as plan called for
no smoke projectliles on this beaciis

olw
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0405 Commenced bombardment of Tar . et 1l Iin accordance
wlth plan, Opening range 3500 yardl.
Ceased fire, having expcnded 32 rounds 5"/38
Cormon and 8 rounds 5%/28 WP. Shells were observed
to burst over assligned arsa., his fire 1s thought
to have been very effective.
Increased speed Lo 10 knots and returned to close
vieinity of southernmost transport to act as screen=-
ing vessel while awaibting requests for gunfire from
Shore [Mire Control Party.
ive flares dropped in close viecinity of transport
area Two.
(Approx) four or five small bombs dropped close
aboard transport aebout 500 yards on our starboard
bow thought to be the U.3.5« AULHONY. Transport
fireyj a few bursts of mac ine gun fire. Plane not
Seen by t 1is veasel,
Opened fire on fighter bomber already engaged by
other ships. Range about 35600 yards. Fosltlon
anzle 60°, ‘)earinvv 090° relative. Flane crossed
sli htly ahead of ship and fire was resumed on
port side by all machine puns bearing. kxpended
90 rounds 40MM and 250 rounds 20WM. Mac.ine Gun
Control Officer obsecrved tracers from 40Ml entere
ing wing of plane, bursting there causing plane
to take a perceptlble stagper just as 1t went out
of' range on port side. Plane wus lost in the half”’
light of dawn,
Opened fire on fi_ hter or figiter bomber range
4000 yards opening, bearing 300° relatlive, position
angle 209, Ran<o at cease fire was about 6000 yards
bearing 225 relative, Lxpended 30 rounds 40MM, 17
rounds o"/)a AA Common and 34 rouuds 5"/38 Mk. 32,
Plane began to leave a smoke trall but whetlor from
our own Iire or someone else's is not known.
06856 =~ Opened fire on [ighter or i, . ter bomber bearing
080° relative, positlion angle 5%, raaze 4000 yards.
kxpended 160 rounds 20Mi, 50 rounds 40NN and 14
rounds 6"/38 Mark 32. No damage believed caused,
(ED 0624 Recelved orders via 1TBS to bombard Terget 0. Ine
creased speed and changed course to et In positlon,
Blowed to & knots and commenced firing on Tar et 30
which had just previously been observed opening
fire on transports trying to anchor closer to beach,
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Opening range 6200 yards. Pired 3 deliborate

salvos (ollowed by seven rapid salvos, then rapild
fire, then salvo flre., All salvos observed to

burst 1In or over area. Complete tar; et obscured
by smoke and dust.

Ceased firo, having expended 65 rounds 5"/38 AA
Common, Yhis gun pesition never resumed fire,
Resumed patrol in Fire Support Area One,
pstablished communication with our Shore Fire
Gontrol Party.

Shore Fire Control Party requested fire on Tare

get LH. Commenced maneuvers to get in favorable
ponltion.

Comuenced {ire on Target 1l6. ired one 4=gun salvo
of 5"/58 AA Common. ¥{rojecticles burst over target.
nile waiting lor a spot, the Shore i'ire Control
Party ordered cease firing and a few minutes later
reported that the target (Village of Camerina)

had surrendered,.

mpticd guns through the muz:le on safe bearling.
uxpended 4 rounds 5"/58 AA Common. Hesumed patrol
in Mire Bupport Area Ono. :
Recelved message from Shore ["ire Control Party to
stanchby €111l dark.

Obsorved "S08" being flashed by searchlight toward
ug rom beach, Answered signal and vsked what wus
wanted., Recelved signul ¢o et on radlo on 500 KCs
which was done wilthout results. lMore communication
by 1lipht requested radlio communication on 5500 KCs
and later on 5500 KCs,., Was never able to establish
commun .cation on any radio channel or to establish
identity ol originator of "S08"., A scries of ranges
and bearlings on the signal searchlight plotted in
at coordinates H47565015 and at 2119 fired 3 four gun
salvos totalling 9 rounds 5"/338 AA Common and 3
5"/38 WP at a polnt three degrees to the right and
1000 yards beyond the searchlight, whilch point was
pre-arranged target number seven. Hurther attempts
at obtalning radlo communication or coordinates by
gsearchllight were [rultless.
Returned vo regular patrol in Fire Support Area One,

July 11, 1943

Small bomb appeared to drop aming L3is walting off
Beach Blue Bwo. L3Ts opened withh machine gun firve.

A plane wus seen in dlstance over land headlng in-d;f'

land, - b -
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1250 « Focke=Wulf 190 came in low from behlnd land and
upon arrival over Seach Blue 1wo adopted a verti-
cal turn and machine-gunned beach. CHANMILIN opone
ed 'l e with 20MiM. Tracers were closc but no
damagze belleved done. wmxpended 20 vounds 20k,
Plane was 1in range but a very few seconds and was
out of sight low over land bhefore director could
pick him up. Plane did not return sgaln,

1425 =~ Observed & plane gliding toward us from slightly
on port how, propeller 1dling; #lre withheld in
belief it was friendly. Plane ;lided down port side
apparently to attempt a forced landing near Beach
Blue Two and was thought to be a lustang. Sbtar and
Yellow c¢ilrele were seen. LSTs near and on Beach
Blue Two shot it down .and it crashed snd burned on
Beach Yellow Two., The plane dropped an unknown obe
ject very close to LSTe and this 1ls thought to be
reason they opened flre.

1730 « U35 NILLDS rellevecd this vessel of Mlre Support
dutles.

2100 » Agsumed antiesubmarine patrol outside mine field

‘ near Cape Scalambri Light.

July 12, 1943

0662 « Recelved following on 5800 KCs from Shore Fire
Control Partyt "Bloecking rignt flank. Forces out
of range of your guns. Your beach bombardmont
foreced 200 of the enemy to retire from the area.
Our mission is protection of rig-t flank forces
thus no fire 1s needed. Letter of information will
be sont." Patrolled area entire day acting as sube
marine and sntie-alreraft screen until 19560 when de=
parted area escorting 12 transports to Oran. Com=-
mander of Screen, Commander LDestroyer Division 32,
in this vessel, Continued thereat wiltlhout lneidsnt
W til arrival Uran on July 1o, 1943,

CED 4. Comments on lMaterlal

() SMOKL PROJ.CLICLLS: These were very effective
and the Commanding Offleer belleves thelr employment against sur-
face ships would be eff ctive in starting fires and unnerving
crews. Thelr use against surface ships at nignt to assist spott-
ing seems particularly worthy of thought. I these projecticles

PR ZQ{
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become standard allowance {or destroyers, a special topeside rendy
locker 1s indicated,

(b) 5"/38 Marli 32 Peocticles: Insulficlent data 1s
on nend to make any worthwhlile generallization as to thelr effect-
iveness., The danger of their prematurely exploding among our own
foreces is omnipresent. C/AMPLINSs experience hue been that sonding
these projecticles up in upper holste nose dowm wlth flexible
cover attached results In fewer nose breaka ess, Although producin
a slower rate ol fire, Lime saved 1s not cleaning zss ol bpoken
frogmonte is thought to compoensate., Une nosc brokenurlng ghe
AA actlon described above, talking {ifteen minutes tg cleg’xtgut the

D=

jammed breech plug which [ol owed, . M ep o2
A | o [ifa“'uc-'ri
(e¢) Flashless Fowdeps: Pev. rmange was excgﬁl@ht

and highly pleasing, G; & g =
<
o oo
(d) 8"/58 AL Common Traser About §@» falled to
funetion during night shore bombardment. iluréds wwt duc to
moisture in fuze as far as can be determined. \

(e) Mark XIV Sights: Ours only seven months ine
stalled and already will not lieet the timing tests.

6o  No personnel casualtiés or material damsge was
reeccived., Conduct of officers and arew wes uniformly excellent,
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DISIRIBUTIONS : ! \
Original and five coples to Comdesrorny 16 for
endorsenent and f'orwarding tod \

Comerudlv 8 (1 copy) \

Comphibforlant (1 copy) . ‘

Comnavanaw (1 copy) \

Ginelent (1 cOpy§ ‘
Advaunce coples @drect to following

| PN Comlneh

@/ Condeslant

\ Comdesron 186, ‘
Combaskfor 85. |




